
NORTH LONDON UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at St Paul’s Church Hall 

On Monday 4th July 2016 

Present: 75 members, including:   

Patricia Isaacs – Chair 

John Hajdu – Vice Chair 

Leon Levy – Treasurer 

Sue Teller – Groups Organiser 

Sandra Nistri – Membership Secretary 

Mike Christie - Webmaster 

Ann Dugdale – Minutes Secretary  

Michal Mankin – Press and Public Relations (co-opted) 

 

1. Apologies for absence – Carmen Stevens, Ros Townsend, Colette Nuttal, Myrna 

Lazarus, Edmond and Henrietta Cohen, Douglas and Dorothy Barnes, Rachel Pierce, 

Keith Richards, Ruth Poisson 

 

2. Minutes of the previous AGM, held on 13th July 2015 – Copies of the minutes of that 

meeting were available to all those attending the meeting.  There were no queries or 

matters arising and the minutes were agreed. (Proposed by Pat Taylor and seconded 

by Sandra Nistri.) 

 

3. Report from the Chair – Patricia thanked all the unpaid volunteers who had helped 

contribute to another successful year, including those who help with running the monthly 

meetings, the events organisers and the catering team, the team who put the Summer 

Programme and the Interest Groups booklet together, group co-ordinators and hosts, 

those who organise away days, study trips and holidays, those who process 

applications and welcome new members, the meet and greet team, editors and 

publishers of our regular and occasional publications, and members of the committee 

and their teams, especially the Website Manager who has overseen the transfer to the 

new Beacon membership system.   

 

Patricia encouraged all members to use the NLU3A website on a regular basis and to 

check their emails regularly for updates. She said that the cost of postage for mailings to 

all members and to those who do not use email was already £1,900pa and this would 

rise by a further £1,400pa if all three Newsletters were sent by post, which is why the 

committee had decided against that.  These costs did not include stationery, printing 

and the time involved for volunteers to stuff envelopes.   

 

Patricia went on to say that we now had more than 750 members and that the 

committee would have to consider a further split before numbers reached 800. She 



reminder the membership that subscriptions would be due shortly and that coloured 

membership cards were being introduced to make it easier for Group Co-ordinators to 

check membership before accepting members into their groups.  In the past year there 

were 100 people who had to be chased up for their subscriptions, some more than 

once, and this had been a time consuming exercise. 

 

Patricia made reference to Regional and National events, the attendance of our 

representatives at the National Conference and to our own three main annual events – 

the seasonal lunch, the Spring tea party ‘thankyou’ for group organisers, and the Open 

Day. She thanked all those who had helped to make these events a great success.  This 

year’s open day would be on Monday 5th September. 

 

Patricia reported on a recent initiative to set up a North London Networking Group, 

which planned to meet once a term.  Other U3As involved were Barnet, Islington, 

Palmers Green and Southgate, Mill Hill and U3A in London.  

 

4. Treasurer’s report – Copies of the income and expenditure and the balance sheet 

were available for all those present at the meeting.  Leon summarised these and 

reported that it had been another good year with our accounts in good order with an 

increased surplus. He provided explanations about why there were some areas where 

expenditure was up on last year.  These included the impacts of increased membership, 

more groups, the absence of Lauderdale house as a venue, retrospective rents for one 

group venue, the one off cost of the 21st Anniversary party and the writing off of old 

equipment. On the basis of the level of surplus it had been agreed that, for the second 

year running, there would be no increase in annual subscriptions. 

In answer to questions Leon explained that the Virgin Account was a deposit account to 

which he transferred funds when available to earn some interest.  Small donations had 

been made to the Spitalfields Museum, a Cerebral Palsy charity and Hampstead 

Garden trust.  It had been decided to stick with the Post Office for postage, etc, as most 

other postal service providers dealt mainly with large firms and organisations. 

i) Sue Teller proposed that the Accounts be accepted and this was seconded by 

Ann Bracken.  This was agreed following a unanimous vote. 

ii) Leon proposed that Muriel Temkin be retained as the Accounts Examiner and 

Auditor.  This was seconded by John Hajdu and agreed following a unanimous 

vote. 

 

5. Committee elections 2015-16–Ann Dugdale explained that there were two committee 

members up for re-election and two co-opted members for election.  In each case the 

nominee or seconder was asked to say a few words about why the person nominated 

was right for the post.  Firstly John Hajdu was nominated for re-election by Sue Teller, 

seconded by Michal Mankin and Sue Teller was nominated by John Hajdu, seconded by 

Michal Mankin. Both re-elections were agreed by majority votes.  Edmond Cohen had 

been co-opted as Business Secretary and was nominated as full committee member by 

Henrietta Cohen, seconded by Leon Levy.  Edmond’s election was agreed by majority 

vote.  Michal Mankin had been co-opted and had taken on the role of press and PR.  



She was nominated by Leon Levy and seconded by Sue Teller.  Michal’s election was 

agreed by majority vote. 

 

6. Any other business – There was no other business raised so Ann declared the 

meeting closed, other matters were discussed at the Open Forum which followed. 

 

7. Open Forum 

i) Ann Bracken asked for clarification of how committee elections worked.  It was 

explained that committee members were elected for three years, at the end of 

which they could be re-elected if they were willing to stay on and no-one else’s 

name had been put forward.  For the last two years no one had come forward to 

seek election to the committee so some members had been co-opted to fill 

vacant roles.  It was agreed that it was of concern that, as a result, several 

committee members were all due to retire in 2017.  The committee were working 

to try to encourage new and existing members to become more active in running 

NLU3A and Sue Teller asked everyone to consider volunteering for some of 

these roles to work in tandem with members due to retire next year.  

ii) Melvyn Rees asked if the new Networking group meant that members of those 

U3As could attend our events/away days.  Leni Green asked if it meant members 

could attend other U3A groups without paying.  Patricia and Ann explained that 

other U3As mostly charged less for annual membership but that groups were 

responsible for paying any group accommodation fees; unlike NLU3A where the 

accommodation fees are covered by the higher annual fee, and this complicated 

any reciprocal agreement.  This issue was currently under discussion by the 

Networking group but in the meantime the current reciprocal arrangements would 

remain.  These were that members could attend other U3As groups if there was 

no waiting list but may be charged a fee for joining a second U3A.  Marian Breen 

suggested that prospective members from other U3As could be allowed to attend 

two or three times without paying, or charged a “visitors’ fee”. 

iii) There were several expressions of concern about full or “closed” groups and the 

impact on new members unable to join groups of their choice, especially if other 

U3A’s members were in those groups.  Patricia pointed out that U3A policy is 

firmly against closed groups, or closed U3As and we must adhere to that 

important principle. Mike Christie asked if new groups could be set up to 

supplement full groups.  Sue Teller explained that groups worked in different 

ways and the number of places available depended on venue size and Group 

Co-ordinator preferences. Some activities did not lend themselves to large 

groups and you could not expect Group Co-ordinators to run two or more groups 

unless they were willing to do so.  There was also the problem of finding suitable 

accommodation for some groups, when using people’s homes was not feasible. 

She also said that there was no such thing as a “closed group”, only groups with 

waiting lists.  However, new groups could only be set up if there was sufficient 

interest and people willing to run the group.  It was agreed that, in light of this, it 

was important for Group Co-ordinators to keep Sue Teller informed about 

membership of their groups throughout the year, including the names and contact 

details of those on the waiting list.  Sue and her team can then contact people on 



the waiting list to see if they were willing to set up a parallel group.  However, 

quite often those she contacted were unwilling to do this or no longer interested!  

Chris Feldman suggested the term “waiting list” might be better termed 

“opportunity list”.  Sandra Nistri made a plea that Group Co-ordinators clearly 

record the names and contact details of new group members and those on the 

waiting list, as she frequently encountered problems with incorrect emails or 

telephone numbers when trying to contact people.  It was agreed that the whole 

issue of groups and reciprocal membership would be considered further by the 

committee and the Networking group. 

iv) Miriam Davies queried the use of an accounts auditor who was not truly 

independent, being a member of NLU3A.  Leon said that this did not contravene 

Charities Commission rules and there were advantages in the auditor knowing 

about the U3A.  Muriel was independent in that she was not on the committee, 

not employed by NLU3A, was doing the work on a voluntary basis, and was a 

qualified Chartered Accountant.  The likelihood of finding someone else, who met 

these criteria and was willing to do the work at nil or low cost was very unlikely, 

but any suggestions would be considered by the committee. 

v) John Hajdu said there was a need for more people willing to take notes of 

monthly meeting speakers if this was still required.  Chris Feldman, Chair of 

London Region, said this was not essential.  After some debate it was agreed 

that it was useful for those unable to attend monthly meetings, and those willing 

to help out should let John know and he would give them sufficient notice of when 

they were required to do this so they had time to prepare beforehand.  Doreen 

Shafron asked if the monthly meetings could be held on different days of the 

week each month as Mondays clashed with other groups.  John explained that 

this was not feasible, due to the need to ensure accommodation, committee and 

catering team availability, etc; plus every day of the week was difficult for some 

people.  Patricia added that whatever day was chosen for Monthly Meetings it 

would involve clashes with some groups. 

vi) Martin Goldman raised the issue of having the word “student” on membership 

cards to allow members to get discounts applicable to students.  Patricia said that 

his suggestion had been debated by the committee and discounted for two 

reasons. Firstly, discounts were already offered to senior citizens by many 

organisations and companies and secondly the new Beacon system was unable 

to cope with this requirement. 

 

The meeting ended at 12.00 noon. 

 


