
SHAPE OF LONDON SUMMER WALKS AND VISIT 2018 

17 April, Highgate walk led by Wilson Briscoe and Dorothy Barnes. Meet at 10.30 
in the Conservatory at Lauderdale House for a one hour introductory talk. After a break 
for refreshments leave at 12.30 for a walk around the village for around one and a half 
hours. 

Tuesday 24 April - Bankside walk led by Mary Fraser,  

Meet at London Bridge station for a 10.30 start.  The meeting place will be in the station 
by the Borough High Street west exit (this is clearly signposted from the trains.) The 
walk will last about 2 hours but we will never be far from Southwark street with the 
RV1 bus for anyone wishing to leave before the end.  The walk is on the flat with 
http://www.betterbankside.co.uk/about-usthe only steps a near the station for anyone 
wanting lunch or loos. 

Bankside is the former liberty of the Clink where the Bishop of Winchester had his 
palace.  It was outside the jurisdiction of the City of London so became home to 
activities and institutions not allowed in the City such as theatres, bear baiting, gaming 
and prostitution.  Later it was an area of wharves and industries and home to the poor 
and newcomers to London.   The walk will cover a variety of areas within Bankside – 
from the cultural and tourist destinations of Borough market and Tate Modern with 
Richard Rogers’ Neobankide beside it to Southwark road, a mixture of Victorian 
commercial and industrial buildings and modern offices and hotels, evidence that 
Bankside is moving upmarket. Then to the south the area is dominated by railway 
viaducts with shades of Victorian industry, charity institutions and slum housing, the 
latter replaced by much social housing of different eras.   The walk will take in three 
public gardens, two recently restored by Bankside Open Spaces Trust and one being 
created in a former paupers’ graveyard.  We will also see evidence of Better Bankside, 
a non-profit making Business Improvement District company working to make 
Bankside a better place to live, work and visit.   Among their visible activities are efforts 
to establish routes for pedestrians and cyclists through and along the railway viaduct 
and to locate businesses in the formerly unused or underused railway arches.  (For 
more about Better Bankside see http://www.betterbankside.co.uk/about-us )       

 

1 May, Farringdon to Charterhouse walk led by Alison Watson.  Meet at 10.30 
near the Farringdon underground station ticket office.  The walk will look at old streets, 
newly re-furbished buildings, the Goldsmiths Centre and in for a coffee stop, then walk 
to Charterhouse to look at the Square and the Museum.  The walk will be around one 
and a half to two hours including a coffee stop. 

15 May, Wood Lane walk led by Steve Marston. Meet outside Wood Lane station 
(Circle and Hammersmith & City lines) at 11am. The station is also on bus routes 72, 
272 and 220.  The best views of the area are from the platforms of this station. We will 



walk up Wood Lane past White City Living, White City underground and the Westway 
to the Imperial College West site and return on the other side of the road past White 
City Place, Wood Lane Estate and the former BBC Centre and then through Westfield 
shopping centre, finishing at Shepherd’s Bush Overground and Underground stations. 
Level route, no steps, 1 1/2 miles, about 1 1/2 hours. 

5 June, Belvedere Court visit and walk led by Angela Filmer. Meet at 10.45 at 
Number 19 ,Angela’s first floor flat in Belvedere Court ( NB there is no lift ).  Angela 
intends to set out relevant books & plans before we tour the 5 acre site. The aim is to 
finish around 12.00 noon.   BC has its own bus stops  in Lyttelton Road on the 102 
bus route . It is about a 10 minute walk from East Finchley tube station, where there 
is a coffee stall outside the station. (NB For insurance purposes all the visitors need 
to be current members of the U3A.) For map, google Belvedere Court, London N2. 
 
26 June, Holly Lodge estate walk led by Gill Marston. Meet at 10.30 at the top gate 
of the Holly Lodge Estate, the junction of Highgate West Hill and Holly Lodge Gardens. 
214 Bus Holly Lodge Gardens stop or Merton Lane stop depending on direction 
approaching. Return 214 bus from William Ellis or Parliament Hill Fields Stop. The 
walk will be downhill and will last for approximately two hours.   
As with other big estates in Highgate, the grand house that gave the estate its name 
has long since been demolished and the land divided into garden plots. The Holly 
Lodge was situated at the top of Highgate Rise, now Highgate West Hill. The house 
had a pleasure garden at the front and a small wilderness. There was also a kitchen 
garden, an extensive pasture for cattle as well as the Brookfield Stud to the south. The 
pleasure garden still exists as does the wilderness. Angela Burdett-Coutts owned the 
estate until her death in 1906. She was a generous patron of Highgate Horticultural 
Society and ten summer shows were held in her garden. She devoted her life to 
philanthropic causes and amongst her many good works she commissioned Holly 
Village in Swains Lane for retired estate workers, and made available a substantial 
area of land for the local community for recreational use and allotments. Famous 
twentieth Century residents include Stella Gibbons and Edna and Denis Healey.  
The estate has interesting flora. Rare specimens of trees planted in Victorian times 
are still to be seen. The modern estate was laid out as a garden suburb with a main 
avenue lined with pollarded limes and chestnut trees on the corners. We will look at 
the top garden and the nineteenth century estate features that remain and discover 
some secret places between the flats and houses. We will continue to Holly Village 
and if we have time on to the Mansfield Bowling Club, the remnant of the recreation 
land. It is possible to have lunch in Swains Lane after the walk.  
 
The Autumn term will begin on Tuesday 2 October and finish on Tuesday 11 
December 2018. 
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020 8371 0342 


