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Hostelries, Roads and Transport   
The fact that H. had 5 inns in 1552 was an indication that it already had become an 

important route. The inns may have been used for the manorial courts and sessions, 

but their main purpose was to cater for travellers, to provide accommodation, 

refreshment and stabling.  

By the 1841 census it had 21 (although the adult male population was only 400). 

Some of the names we shall recognise as we walk around the Angel*, the Duke’s 

Head, the Gatehouse, the Flask and others. North Road and North Hill had many the 

Wrestlers and the Bull are still in use. There was the Castle at the end of Castle 

Yard. (Refer to theatre).(Some have disappeared. Cholmeley Lodge was the site of 

the 17C Mermaid.)  

There were a number too, on Archway Road and I want to talk about the 

development of that road as an alternative route to the steep hill. Imagine struggling 

up the Hill when it was a muddy, rutted track 

Proposals were being made by the beginning of the 19C.for an alternative. 

The first was for a tunnel. Elaborate plans were drawn up, work began, but on 13 

April 1812, before it was completed, it collapsed.  

The next solution was a cutting with a bridge supporting Hornsey Lane.  (Picture) 

The archway was narrow, the road tolls were unpopular, but it wasn’t replaced with 

the bridge we know until 1900.   

And by that time the railway was important; Highgate station (Great Northern line) 

opened in 1867. Men could now get into the City quickly and that encouraged more 

building development. By the 1880s there was a horse drawn tram service along the  

road. There were grand villas in Shepherds Hill and houses for the clerks and 

humbler folk in streets off Archway Road.   

But public transport was still a problem for the village. However a solution was to 

hand. The Highgate Steep Grade Tramway, the first of its kind in Europe, was 

proposed using the principles of the system invented for San Francisco. Its 

construction was supervised by inventor’s assistant (W. Epplesheimer) and opened 

with grand flourish in 1884. Despite breakdowns and accidents it lasted until the 20c. 

Picture       I can’t resist ending with this invitation to Highgate Fair. 

July 2nd, 1744 This is to give notice, that Highgate Fair will be kept on Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday next, in a pleasant walk in the middle of the town.  On 

Wednesday, a pig will be turned loose and he who takes it by the tail and throws it 

over his head shall have it. (entrance fee 2d). On Thursday a match will be run by 

two men in sacks for a large sum…. On Friday a hat value 10s. will be run for by men 

twelve times around the Green…    


