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London is one of the greenest cities of its size in the world.  One fifth of London is 
designated publicly accessible green space.   There are 3,000 public green spaces from 
heaths, commons and large parks to playing fields, playgrounds, canal towpaths, city 
farms, nature reserves, allotments etc.   This paper deals mainly with the larger parks 
in central London which have the longest history. 
 

PART 1 – HISTORY OF LONDON PARKS TO 1980 
 
ROYAL PARKS 
The first parks open to the public but not public parks were the royal parks – Hyde 
Park, St James’s Park, Green Park, Regent’s  Park, Greenwich and Richmond Parks.    
St James’s Park and Hyde Park were opened to the public in the 17th century and used 
first  by the fashionable few but by the early 1800 Hyde Park was popular with a wider 
public and swimming in the Serpentine or watching it was a popular pastime.   Week-
long festivities in Hyde Park in 1814 for the centenary of the House of Hanover drew 
big crowds so many had experience of the pleasure of parks.   The new Regent’s Park 
was opened to the public in 1835.   But these  parks were not easily accessible for 
many communities living in the densely populated areas of  expanding industrial 
London.  
 
EARLY PLANS FOR PUBLIC PARKS 
Urban parks had existed on the continent for some time, especially in France and 
Germany.  Munich had a public park, the Englische Garten , in 1789.   It was only in 
1833 that the British government set up a Select Committee to investigate the best 
means of “securing open spaces in the vicinity of populous towns as public walks and 
places of exercise to promote the health and comfort of the inhabitants.”  Their report 
stressed the moral and spiritual value afforded by these public spaces: 

Your	Committee	feel	convinced	that	some	Open	Places	reserved	for	the	amusement	(under	due	
regulations	to	preserve	order)	of	the	humbler	classes,	would	assist	to	wean	them	from	low	and	
debasing	pleasures.	Great	complaint	is	made	of	drinking	houses,	dog	fights	and	boxing	matches,	yet	
unless	some	opportunity	for	other	recreation	is	afforded	to	workmen,	they	are	driven	to	such	
pursuits.	The	spring	to	industry	which	occasional	relaxation	gives,	seems	quite	as	necessary	to	the	
poor	as	to	the	rich.	

In 1841 the first use of public money to create a park was approved by parliament.  It 
was in Birkenhead and was designed by Joseph Paxton. 
 
PARKS FOR LONDON 
In London there was concern about the frequent epidemics sweeping the city.  In 1839 
the registrar of births, deaths and marriages noted that the mortality rate in the East 
End far exceeded that elsewhere in London and advised that a park in the East End, 
(together with improved sanitation and roads) would “reduce mortality by several 
thousand and raise life expectancy for all by several years.”  It would also reduce the 
poor rate!  It was pointed out that epidemics starting in the East End spread 
everywhere so healthier east enders were in the interest of all. 
 
Pressure to create public parks in London grew in the years that followed.  Potential 
sites were identified, six south of the river.  The earliest suggestion in 1841 was 
Battersea Fields – a flood-prone area by the river, much greater than the present park, 



which the lord of the manor wanted to sell.   But complicated land rights delayed the 
purchase for years. 
 
VICTORIA PARK 
In 1841 George Young, a reformer MP and shipbuilder who lived near the docks,  
organised a petition to Queen Victoria, signed by 30,000 people, for a royal park in the 
East End.  Queen Victoria supported the petition and Parliament approved.  The royal 
York House was sold to defray some of the cost and James Pennethorne, working for 
the Commissioner of Woods and Forests, was instructed to find a site for a park and 
design it.  The site chosen was 213 acres in the angle of the Regent’s and Hertford 
canals, some distance from the densely populated docks but the cheapest option.  It 
was  an area of  brickfields, poor land and market gardens.   Pennethorne produced a 
plan which shows a perimeter carriage drive with several paths, clumps of trees and 
shrubs and two water features.  
 
The work started but even while construction and planting continued the public took 
over the park in 1845.  Planned lakes and other features were added over a long 
period – sometimes provided after public petitions.  It was clearly a great success.  It 
was soon known as the People’s Park and became used like Hyde Park Speakers’ 
Corner for political rallies and protests as well as the more decorous activities intended. 
 
MORE VICTORIAN PARKS 
There was no London-wide authority to organise the establishment of more parks;  
vestries were too small and too local to undertake such work. But in 1855 the 
Metropolitan Board of Works (MBW) was created and in 1856 was authorised to find 
land and lay out further parks., subject to parliamentary approval.   Before the end of 
the century most of the present large  parks were opened, most created by MBW and 
their successors the LCC.  (Kennington 1854, Battersea 1858, Finsbury 1869, 
Southwark 1869, Queen’s Park 1887, Clissold 1889, Waterlow and Myatt Fields 1889, 
Dulwich  1890, Brockwell 1891, Peckham Rye 1894 and Golders Hill 1898.)  They were 
constructed on whatever land was available: Battersea and Kennington parks used 
existing common land and had the added benefit of bringing public order to these 
unregulated areas used for fights, wild games and drinking.   Waterlow, Myatt Fields 
and Dulwich parks resulted from gifts of land although they were not in areas of 
greatest need.    Some parks, such as Clissold and Brockwell parks, were created in the 
grounds of mansions and included the mansion itself and followed long-drawn out local 
campaigns to save the estate from developers.   These had the advantage of being 
already landscaped.   Lords of the manor of suitable sites, such as the Carr-Gomm 
family in Southwark, could drive a hard bargain to sell which delayed construction and 
left little money to lay out the park.   It was anticipated that some of the cost of 
establishing some of the parks could be met by buying extra land to develop housing 
for the middle classes:  this model had been used with success in Regent’s Park.  This 
would have the added advantage of raising the tone of poor neighbourhoods! However, 
builders felt the middle class were not yet not ready to live among the poor and there 
was local opposition to losing park land, so housing schemes were dropped.   However 
the middle class were later keen to live in the vicinity of the parks. 
 
PUBLIC GARDENS AND OTHER PARKS 
Smaller parks and public gardens were being created by the MBW but others were 
supplementing this provision.   The Kyrle society was founded in 1877 by Octavia Hill’s 
sister “to bring beauty home to the poor” by a variety of means including “securing 
open air space in poor neighbourhoods to be laid out as public gardens”.   The 



Metropolitan Public Gardens Association (MPGA), founded by Octavia Hill in 1887, was 
an offshoot of the Kyrle but focused wholly on gardens and playgrounds.  They raised  
money by public subscription for this work.  The most available open spaces, 
particularly in the East End, were the many cemeteries and churchyards, closed to 
burials since 1852.  They were protected from being built on by Act of Parliament in 
1884.  The MPGA and Kyrle cleared the tombstones and laid out gardens designed by 
their landscape gardener, Fanny Wilkinson.   Another source of open space was 
London’s garden squares.  Intended originally as private amenities for square residents 
many proved troublesome to manage because of the shared ownership or risked  being 
built on if there was a single owner, so garden squares started to be handed over or 
bought up to turn into public gardens and playgrounds by MPGA and local councils.  
(Eventually in 1931 an Act of Parliament protected 450 gardens of squares from 
building.)   In addition to the new parks and public gardens the Metropolitan Open 
Spaces Act 1877 provided a legal basis for local authorities to acquire and manage 
commons, heaths and woods such as Hampstead Heath, Queen’s wood and Clapham 
common as well as remaining scraps of common land in inner London. The City of 
London Open Spaces Act 1878 allowed the City of London to buy up open land just 
outside the London boundary such as Epping Forest, Highgate Wood and the land for 
Queens Park.   
 
DESIGNERS OF PARKS 
These Victorian parks were designed by named landscape architects whereas designers 
of later parks are not known.   James Pennethorne (1801-1871) had worked with Nash 
on the construction of Regents Park.  He was also an architect and surveyor and 
designed new roads for London.  He designed Victoria Park, Kennington Park and 
Battersea Park.   Alexander Mackenzie (1839-1893) was the landscape designer for the 
Metropolitan Board of Works and designed Southwark Park, Alexandra Park, Queen’s 
Park, Finsbury Park and Victoria Embankment.  He was the first superintendent of 
Alexandra Park.   He stressed that parks should be for entertainment and education. 
He wrote a book about parks and thoroughfares in London.  Lt. Col. J.J. Sexby was the 
first Parks Superintendant of the LCC and designed Dulwich  Peckham Rye, Brockwell 
and Wandsworth parks and some smaller parks and gardens.  
Fanny Wilkinson (1855-1951) trained at the Crystal Palace School of Landscape 
Gardening.    She was park designer for the Kyrle society and MPGA.  She designed 
Myatt Fields Park, Vauxhall Park and many public gardens and had a long and 
distinguished career in garden design.  
 
DESIGN OF PARKS 
So what were the landscape features and structures of these parks?  The overall park 
designs were influenced by park design of private estates by such designers as Repton.   
Larger parks had a park lodge for the park keeper next to often ornate entrance gates.    
Some large parks had a perimeter carriage drive as in Hyde Park and there were 
winding paths for walkers.  There were ornamental lakes, some with islands and other 
water features, often fed by natural underground springs and streams.   There was 
much interest in the country in new varieties of trees and plants brought from abroad 
and parks gave an opportunity to introduce these to the public.   Special gardens were 
laid out – Japanese garden, American Garden, old English Garden etc. using plants 
associated with these places.   Victoria Park had a conservatory.   Some parks had 
wildfowl, aviaries or animal enclosures.  For convenience of visitors there were shelters 
for wet weather and toilets and sports pavilions.  The importance of  clean drinking 
water was reflected in provision drinking fountains, often provided  by the Metropolitan 
Free Drinking Fountain Association and supporters of  temperance;  some of these 



were ornamental as well as useful:   Angela Burdett Coutts’  drinking fountain in 
Victoria Park is a veritable monument to drinking water.  There were also purely 
ornamental features:  James Pennethorne managed to persuade parliament to provide 
money to buy a pagoda left over after a Chinese exhibition to instal in Victoria Park.   
Two large replicas of the stone dogs of Alcibiades were given to Victoria Park by a 
benefactor.     
 
Areas were laid out for sports – football, tennis, bowls, cricket, boating etc.   
Enthusiam for football rose with the formulation of the rules of football and the first 
game under these rules was played in Battersea Park in 1864.  The number of sports 
areas in parks as well as special playing fields increased in the 20th century partly in 
response to growing interest, partly due to concern by generals who were shocked at 
the lack of fitness of army recruits in the Boer war and first world war.  In the mid 
1930s the LCC had a 3 year Plan of Health for London which aimed to make London a 
city “with more parks, playgrounds and swimming pools than any other city”.  23 lidos 
were constructed in London parks including a 200 ft pool in Victoria Park to take 1000 
people.  Herbert Morrison boasted that it matched any private lido and brought 
Margate to the East End.    
 
An iconic feature of many parks was the bandstand, used for concerts from the late 
19th century.   One of first bandstands appeared in Southwark Park about 1886.  By 
1901 the LCC had erected 22 permanent and 22 temporary bandstands in parks and by 
1939 there were 150 bandstands across London. 
 
MANAGEMENT AND MAINTENANCE 
When Victoria Park was created no thought had been given to its ongoing management 
and maintenance and for a time it was managed by the Commissioner of Woods and 
Forests.   Other large parks  opened by the MBW were also managed and maintained 
by them and their successor the LCC.   They also managed most of the commons, 
heaths and woods acquired after 1866 when an act of parliament allowed local 
authorities to acquire remaining public commons in their area.  Some of the parks and 
gardens created by the MPGA and Kyrle society and other benefactors were handed 
over to the MBW/LCC and some to local boroughs.     So the major management of 
London parks rested with the LCC.   It had a very large parks department under the 
superintendent, Lt. Col. J.J.Sexby,  who maintained high standards of professionalism 
and training.   Each park had its own staff of horticulturalists, groundsmen and security 
staff which seem enormous by present day standards.  In 1901 Battersea park had a 
staff of 87, including an inspector, a sergeant, 12 constables, and for gardens a chief 
propagator with 8 assistants.  Waterlow  Park had a staff of 23 men and one woman.  
The senior staff were skilled horticulturalists and there was considerable rivalry 
between parks over the quality of their floral displays.  Finsbury Park was a centre of 
excellence with its 60 flower beds and 50,000 plants and staff were sent there for 
training.  Parks had greenhouses to propagate their own plants.  There was initially a 
parks police force but in 1905 these became  park keepers and were expected to take 
LCC horticultural exams to take responsibility for maintenance  as well as for law and 
order. 
 
Summer musical entertainment started to be provided by the MBW and this increased 
under the LCC.   From 1901 the LCC employed 4 bands to give free concerts once or 
twice a week in 40 parks and the total rose from 695 concerts in 1901 to 1,605 in 
1911.    A music adviser was employed from 1901 to improve the quality and quantity 
of music.   Lt Col Sexby evidently had considerable funds to maintain the parks.     



 
PARK USERS 
Parks were very popular.  A census taken one day in 1892 recorded more tha 303,515 
visitors to Victoria Park and Battersea Park 109,783.  There were estimated to have 
been 30,000 visitors to Finsbury Park one bank holiday in the 19th century. 
Reports of major events – concerts, political rallies etc. suggest these could be 
attended by thousands.   Parks were used by a wide section of the population, not only 
the poor: Lt. colonel Sexby wrote that Dulwich Park is “specially frequented by a 
superior class of visitors” but when news of the park spread its use was soon extended 
and the roads blocked by visitors  from further afield.  From some reports it seems that 
going to the park was an event worth dressing up for.  A letter to the Times in 1847 
said that parks had done much good and added:    
	Many	a	man	whom	I	was	accustomed	to	see	passing	the	Sunday	in	utter	idleness,	smoking	at	
his	door	in	his	shirt	sleeves,	unwashed	and	unshaven,	now	dresses	himself	as	neatly	and	
cleanly	as	he	is	able,	and	with	his	wife	or	children	is	seen	walking	in	the	park	on	the	Sunday	
evening.		
 
LOCATION AND AMOUNT OF GREEN SPACE 
19th century park development was a somewhat random collection of green oases 
wherever there was opportunity rather strategically placed.  Later slum clearance and 
development of housing estates as well as the garden suburb movement saw better 
integration of open spaces with the communities they served.  There were some 
suggestions on the amount of open space required  relative to size of population but 
these were only brought into focus in the second world war when Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie was asked in 1943 to draw up a plan for the re-building of London after 
the war. 
 
The Abercrombie plans of 1943 and 1944 included consideration of parks and open 
spaces.  First he noted the disparity of distribution of open space across London 
boroughs: from 6 acres per 1000 population in Woolwich to 0.1 acre in Shoreditch. He 
recommended 4 acres per 1000 should be the aim.   He also advocated a co-ordinated 
park system.    This had been discussed for some time: a series of linked parks round 
the periphery of London had been proposed but Abercrombie’s idea was for green 
wedges radiating out to the countryside with parks  linked by green parkways – 
footpaths, canals, tree-lined roads - so that the inner city dweller would be connected 
to the open countryside from small local park, to metropolitan large park to regional 
park.  He proposed the Lee valley as a potential regional park.  Though it was 
impossible after the war to implement his plan in full it did define desirable objectives.   
Substantial new parks were created in areas of greatest deficiency. Linear parks – 
parkways - were created along rivers, canals and disused railway lines.  The Lea Valley 
was made a regional park in 1968 so now there is a green route from the Thames to 
Hertfordshire.  And the Wandle valley regional park was established in 2013.   A chain 
of parks has been created from Alexandra Park to Finsbury Park, Clissold Park and the 
Lea Valley.    Abercrombie’s notion of linked green spaces has been taken up in the 
recent All London Green Grid plan to provide corridors of green space which will 
maximise the use of parks and improve access to them 

 
 
 
 



PART 2 – PARKS IN CRISIS   
1)  PARKS 1980s - 2010 
 
During WW2 maintenance of parks was greatly reduced and parks were used for air 
raid shelters, barrage balloons, allotments etc.  Victoria Park and others were damaged 
by bombing and need much restoration after the war.  But times were changing:  there 
was de-population of the inner city and de-industrialisation and more choice for  leisure 
activities.   In London there was local government re-organisation in 1965 and the 
abolition of the GLC in 1986 caused management of most of their parks to be handed 
over to borough councils.  Compulsory Competitive Tendering  was imposed in 1980s 
to pare down costs.  The 1987 hurricanes destroyed many trees.  It was about this 
time that the debate began about urban renewal, how to make the inner city an 
attractive place to live  and work and the role of parks in this.   However it was 
observed nationwide that many urban parks were in decline and far from being 
perceived as an asset they were seen as a threat by many.  Maintenance was poor, 
vandalism frequent and parks seemed to have become the haunt of anti-social groups;  
visitor numbers had declined. There was concern that the our great  parks heritage 
was being lost.   
 
A number of enquiries and reports were made; the most thorough was by Demos, the 
cross-party think-tank, which worked with 12 local authorities, including Southwark, 
Greenwich and Merton in London, to find out by observation, surveys and interviews 
the public perception and use of their parks , the  nature and causes of park decline  
and to suggest action.   Their report was published in 1995 “Park Life – Urban parks 
and social renewal”.  They were surprised to find that 45% of the urban public still 
regularly used parks and valued them, some did so occasionally and 30% not at all.  
Safety was a concern for many.  Most users lived close to parks.  The most frequent 
activities were mostly walking, bringing children, enjoying peace and quiet, walking 
dogs.  Users represented a wide cross-section of the community in terms of age, 
ethnicity and social class – much wider than other leisure facilities.     It was found that 
a lot of features of the parks such as bandstands, lidos, play equipment, pavilions, 
drinking fountains had been destroyed or were in a state of disrepair.  Flower beds had 
been turfed over.   Parks had a low status and low budgets in many local authorities 
and maintenance was being carried by peripatetic gangs of largely unskilled 
groundsmen.  The park keeper role had disappeared so that parks were unattended for 
much of the time.     The report recommended local authorities should carry out 
surveys in their communities  to find out how their parks were used and viewed and 
how parks could better meet current needs.  As a financial injection to undo long 
neglect it was recommended  historic parks should be eligible for Heritage Lottery 
Funding.   
 
Heritage Lottery grants specifically for parks - “Parks for People” - were announced in 
1996. (This scheme has recently been discontinued.)  To get a lottery grant it is 
necessary to demonstrate analysis of how proposed improvements would be managed 
and used and to give evidence of public consultation.  This led to proper evaluation of 
parks and the formation of Friends and User groups which have continued and thrived 
and are responsible for much park improvement today.   600 Friends groups belong to 
the London Friends of Green Spaces Network.    Over the last 20 years the larger 
public parks in London have had major grants to restore or replicate original features 
of the Victorian park which are still valued and useful to the community.   Lakes have 
been dredged, buildings restored, including some very dilapidated park mansions.  



Some bandstands have been restored or replicated to resume entertainment and also 
as wedding venues.   Park cafes have been improved and concessions sold to quality 
caterers.  Modern facilities for young people have been added with up-to-date 
playgrounds for toddlers, adventure playgrounds and skateboard parks for older 
children, green gyms for adults.    
 
Other parks and gardens were also improved often thanks to community effort. The 
Bankside Open Spaces trust led the way in restoring a number of Southwark’s open 
spaces.  Friends groups have organised park events to make them once more a 
meeting place for the neighbourhood.  
 
Alongside the traditional parks a new type of green space has become established in 
recent years: the community garden.  These have been set up for different purposes 
entirely through community effort.  They may be wildlife gardens,  food growing 
projects, community orchards, flower gardens, city farms.  Some are regularly open to 
all, others are restricted to members of the community garden.   The land has been 
borrowed, leased or bought and a large number of derelict or unused pieces of land – 
railway embankments, unused car parks,  former industrial sites - have been 
transformed.    (Phoenix Garden, St Mary’s garden, Culpeper garden, World Peace 
garden just 4 examples.) They provide opportunities for gardening for the gardenless 
and contribute much to social cohesion often making special provision for vulnerable 
groups.  The National Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens list 61 such 
organisations in London.  Some Friends groups in parks have adopted small areas of 
their parks to manage in a similar way.  Waterlow Park Friends have planted a 
community orchard and established a kitchen garden.   
 
Other developments were started at that time to disseminate and reward good 
practice.  The Green Flag awards scheme for parks was established in 1996.  It defined 
benchmark standards for management of recreational outdoor space.  (It is a scheme 
which has now been adopted in other countries)  Waterlow Park is a Green Flag park. 
 
A number of organisations were set up around this time to support parks and those 
who work with them including 
The London Parks and Gardens Trust, founded in 1994 to “increase knowledge and 
appreciation of parks, squares community gardens – all those places that form 
London’s open space.”  The trust runs the London Open Squares weekend in June each 
year.  It also has an excellent London gardens online website with details of 2,500 
public and community parks and gardens in London.   
Parks for London,  set up in 2000 is a charity working with people who manage, 
maintain and enjoy parks to keep them accessible, safe and beautiful.  Their latest 
report Good Parks for London 2017 rates local authorities on achievement of key 
criteria. 
The Parks Alliance  founded in 2013 is “the voice of UK parks representing people and 
organisations that create, maintain and invest in public green spaces.” 
 
2 PARKS SINCE 2010 
Parks seemed to be saved and thriving once again.  Then came the financial crash in 
2008.  Austerity budgets from 2010 left councils increasingly hard pressed to meet 
statutory obligations and the budgets for parks which are non-statutory have been 
slashed disproportionately.  The situation has been monitored and the situation is 
getting worse with cuts of at least 60% expected by 2020.  Bristol has already cut all 
funding for parks and Newcastle 97%.  There have been fears that some parks could 



be sold off for much needed housing.     It is no longer enough to say we should keep 
parks because we enjoy them or as part of our heritage.   Now health experts, 
sociologists, economists and environmentalists have been brought in to point up the 
value of parks.  Social benefits include the support of public health objectives:  people 
need to exercise for health and parks are attractive for walking, running and 
exercising.   Being in a green environment is known to promote well-being, reduces 
stress and blood pressure.  In Holland researchers found a lower incidence of 15 
diseases among people living within ½ mile of a green space.   Patients in hospital with 
a green view recover more quickly and require fewer painkillers than those without.  
Parks have educational value as places where city children can learn about nature.  
Parks can promote social cohesion in neighbourhoods where people otherwise never 
meet.   Then there are the environmental benefits: managing climate change and 
promoting bio-diversity:   trees  reduce temperature and improve air quality by 
absorbing CO2.   Parks are important for flood prevention by absorbing excess water 
and can be used for flood relief measures.   Good parks have an economic benefit for 
their neighbourhood by attracting businesses and residents, which enhances the local 
economy and creates jobs.   Parks add value to homes in their neighbourhood.  Natural 
capital accounting has been suggested as a new way of calculating the value of parks 
and attracting investment.  For example if spending time in a park reduces stress and 
alleviates depression this will save money for the NHS.  (Already some NHS Trusts run 
walking for health groups in parks.  In Lambeth a number of GP practices have joined a 
scheme to “prescribe” growing and selling food for some long-term sick patients.)    In 
this way it is calculated that for every £1 spent on parks there is a £27 gain in value!  
It seems the case for parks has now been made. 
 
But there remains the question future management and funding of parks.  Various 
suggestions have been made:  handing over parks to trusts or community enterprises, 
shared management with friends groups who are able to fund-raise from sources not 
open to the local authorities, a voluntary or obligatory local park tax, handing over 
parks to the private sector with consequent loss of accountability.  Meantime parks are 
being kept going by substantial contributions from Friends.  It is calculated that  in 
2016 there were 5,900 friends and users groups nationwide who were worth £70 
million for their voluntary work and £50 million for their fund-raising activities.   
Councils have met shortfall by hiring out large parks for major events, so closing large 
areas  to the public for weeks, and by selling various concessions such as Go Ape, a 
expensive tree-top adventure in Battersea Park, or Zip Wire across Archbishop’s Park.  
 
In July 2017 the London Assembly reported that councils urgently need a solution.  
They are already depending heavily on friends groups but such groups need 
professional and financial support to succeed and councils have reached a tipping point 
when they can no longer manage this.  The response of central government came in 
September 2017.   It is considered that there is not a single solution which will suit all 
parks and authorities so they have set up a Parks Action group with experts from the 
field of horticulture, heritage, leisure and tourism to “help parks and green spaces 
meet the needs of communities now and in the future”. This group is supported with a 
grant of £500,000.  Marcus Jones was appointed in July as a minister for parks and 
green spaces.   We await their deliberations. 
 
Meantime some new management and funding models are being tried out: Camden 
has been given a grant of £96,000 from NESTA for the Bedford Squares project to work 
with businesses and residents in Bloomsbury squares to meet their needs in exchange 
for funding.  And there is a similar project in Shoreditch.   Lambeth has launched Parks 



Co-operatives to manage their larger parks after a successful start with Streatham 
Common co-operative, a community enterprise managing all aspects of the common.  
Bromley has handed over all aspects of parks management including events to idverde, 
a professional parks management service, while still controlling policy. 
The whole of Thamesmead’s open spaces has been handed over to the Peabody Trust 
as they undertake regeneration and substantial further development of the area. 
 
All London boroughs have been monitoring their parks and green spaces and drawing 
up long-term strategies.  Barnet’s is a good example of the assessment off current 
provision and future strategies (see references below).  Barnet will be creating 13 new 
parks to meet the needs of new high density neighbourhoods.  They also propose a 
new regional park across the Barnet ridge.  Attracting inward investment is a priority.  
 
So how are we doing in London as a whole.  In February this year Parks for London 
published Good Parks for London 2016 and rated boroughs on a number of criteria:  
user satisfaction, sustainability, community events etc.  Inner London Boroughs, 
particularly Southwark, Lambeth and Lewisham, come out top of the league on these 
assessments.  There is need for continued vigilance and involvement of all Londoners 
to secure the future of our 3,000 open spaces.    
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in-london  
 
Parks for London report:  Good Parks for London 2017 
https://glhearn-publications.cld.bz/Good-Parks-for-London-2017  
 
 Barnet parks and open spaces strategy 2016-2026 
file:///C:/Users/mary/Downloads/P&OS%20Strategy%20Full%20FINAL%20(1).pdf  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Heritage Lottery Fund:  Public Parks 2016 
file:///C:/Users/mary/Downloads/state_of_uk_public_parks_2016_final_for_web.pdf  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  










