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DATES FOR THE DIARY March 2020 – July 2020 

MONTHLY MEETINGS  

 9th March 2020 Chantal Condron is a Curator Writer and Presenter with 25 
years’ experience as a curator she has worked widely in the public and private 
sector. Currently, she is the UK Government Art Collection’s first curator of public 
engagement and research,   

Chantal will talk about Surrealism in 1930s Britain  Making sense of a disrupted 
world or artistic 'non-sense' of the work of artists including Paul Nash, Eileen Agar 
and John Banting which reflected the deeper concerns of an increasingly unsettled 
Europe.  
 
When the doors of the International Surrealist Exhibition opened in London in June 
1936, the British public had its first direct encounter with a European avant-garde 
literary and artistic circle. What attracted over 1000 visitors a day to the exhibition? 
How did some of the works in the show strike a chord with a particular British 
Surrealist sensibility?  
 
11th May 2020 Isobel Williams qualified as a doctor at St George's Hospital, 
University of London and progressed to become a Consultant Respiratory 
Physician, working for the National Health Service.    

Dr. Edward Wilson, Scott of the Antarctic’s friend and confidant had trained at St 
George's some seventy years previously.  Dr Wilson was a member of the Falcon 
Scott Discovery Expedition (1901-04) acting as surgeon and artist.  His iconic 
paintings, some of which were in the medical school, introduced Isobel to Antarctica 
and she became fascinated by the explorations of the early 1900s. 

Isobel has written the biographies of three of the Antarctic heroes and makes 
regular presentations on Antarctic heroes and Antarctic subjects.  She is a great 
admirer of Shackleton and will talk about -‘Shackleton, His Life and Times’ 
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Shackleton led three expeditions to the Antarctic and was a crew member on a 
fourth. He is justly famous for escaping with all his crew, from the icy grip of the 
Weddell Sea during his momentous expedition of 1914-1916 and for his incredible 
800 mile sail from Elephant Island to South Georgia. But he achieved more than 
this. In 1909 he got to within 100 miles of the South Pole the first expedition to get 
so far on the Antarctic plateau. He lived up to his family motto, ‘By Endurance we 
Conquer’. 

8th June 2020 Bernard Lockett will talk about The Heritage of Gilbert and 
Sullivan. To consider the historical background followed initially by an assessment 
and consideration of the genre of G&S; then to take a look at the vast amount of 
social and political satire within the shows and the reasons; finally to assess the 
world-wide popularity of G&S in the C21st.. 
 
Bernard is a life-long enthusiast of G&S and an author of two books about G&S.  In 
2007 he became a Trustee of the International Gilbert and Sullivan Festival and the 
National Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Co. – www.gsfestivals.org 

	

	

OTHER MEETINGS 

6th July 2020 Annual General Meeting 

 

Monthly Meetings welcome both members and non-members and are held at St Pauls 
Church Long Lane N3 2PU.  The Meetings start with tea/coffee available from 10am with 
a 10.45 am prompt start.  

Please note doors will be closed at 10.40 as a courtesy to the speaker. Late arrivals will 
be seated at the discretion of the organisers and should the hall be at capacity we reserve 
the right to refuse entry.   Finish time is usually midday.  


