
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2019-2020 
 
This year in NLU3A is divided into pre-Covid and post-Covid periods. Before we were 
shut down in March this year, we were carrying out our usual activities from July 2019 
onwards, and I would like to thank all those involved in the organisation for their efforts. 
 
Specifically, these included John Hadju for the monthly meetings, (and many 
congratulations to him for being awarded the MBE for services to Holocaust 
education); Leni Green and her team for producing the TNL;  Marion Fitzpatrick for 
organising our highly successful Open Day in our new venue of St Mary’s Church and 
also for the Festive Lunch which was a sell-out and highly enjoyable; Mary Roche, 
Jane Cattell and Joan Coleman for the excellent Summer Programme; Patricia Isaacs 
and Christine Stammers for the Winter Programme. And, of course, all our Group 
Coordinators, huge thanks for the wonderful work you have done throughout the year 
to run your groups. 
 
I would also like to thank all the volunteers who work behind the scenes to get our 
venues ready; in food and drink preparation and serving, manning the doors, setting 
up and managing any technical equipment required, and all the other tasks that are 
done sometimes without our noticing, you are all very much appreciated. 
 
This takes me on to March 2020 when everything changed: 
The Committee has tried to keep activities going while we all learnt new skills and how 
to operate in ways nobody could have imagined a year previously. Many of our groups 
have been meeting via email, WhatsApp or Zoom and have adapted swiftly to the 
changes as well as acquiring new technical skills. 
 
Some of our regular events, such as the Spring Tea for Coordinators could not be held, 
and our AGM was postponed and will now be held on Zoom on 12 October, and I hope 
you will be able to attend. 
 
During the lockdown we have communicated very frequently with the membership, 
mainly through News@NLU3A, in addition to several letters sent from me personally 
which, although largely transmitted to the majority of members via email, were also 
sent by post to the now relatively small number of people who are not on email. 
 
The year has not been without controversy.  Firstly, because of the pandemic the 
Committee decided to extend the 2019/20 subscription beyond September to the end 
of December 2020. We then proposed that any changes to the policy on paid venues 
which we have been discussing with you over the past months, would not take place 
until January 2022. 
 
During this period, I wrote three times to the entire membership explaining the position 
of the Committee regarding the subject of paid venues, and asking you to let me know 
your views. Sadly, only a small percentage of the total membership of over 700 people 
did so. 
 
Regrettably, of that small number of replies I received, some were quite abrasive and 
personally unpleasant, and to those people I would like to remind you that all of us on 
the Committee are volunteers and not paid officials, and we, as the Committee of 



NLU3A and as Trustees of a charity, have a financial responsibility to administer the 
finances in a proper manner, and this we have always endeavoured to do. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank my whole Committee for all their work throughout the year: 
 
Ann Dugdale, our super-efficient secretary who keep us in line at all times 
Ruth Silver, our retiring Membership Secretary – thank you for all you have done over 
the years 
Henrietta Cohen, our Groups Organiser 
Michael Johns, our Business Secretary, for all his help and advice and for his regular 
monthly updates to keep us all connected 
Martin Goldman, our Technology Manager, for organising our Zoom subscription which 
is used by all of us collectively and also by individual groups 
Marion Fitzpatrick, our Events Organiser, who has also been responsible for finding us 
volunteers to help at events 
Roy Seger, our Treasurer, who has given us so much information and analysis on our 
income and expenditure and provided the basis for the Committee’s thinking on 
subscriptions and paid venues 
Gill Caplin, our new Membership Secretary whom we are looking forward to formally 
welcoming at our Committee meetings in her new official capacity, following formal 
election. 
 
We are meeting in the most unusual of circumstances, and it is difficult to remember 
now how it felt to attend events in pre-Covid times but we hope that things will 
eventually return to something more ‘normal’, and until then stay safe, keep well and 
continue to enjoy being part of NLU3A. 
 
Edmond 
Edmond Cohen 
Chair, NLU3A 
 


